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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 117 


Mint of the United States, 
Philadelphia 
June 9, 1879 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent. 


Sir. 


In reply to your order for an estimate of the cost of making coinage dies for Gold, Silver, 
and base metal coins for a foreign government. I respectfully submit the following estimate, 
calculated from the cost of dies made from hubs previously executed, viz 


For double Eagle Dollar and half dollar dies Twenty dollar per pair (of Obverse and 
Reverse dies) for the smaller coins viz dime and base metal coins Eighteen dollars pr. pair (of 
Obverse and Reverse) of the cost of Engraving the original hubs. I cannot form an opinion 
without seeing the designs intended, but supposing them to be such as are general in the small 
republics of South America. I would say the original die and the Master hubs therefrom 
compressing four pieces (Ob. and Reverse) would be for the larger coins down to the quarter 
dollar $200 for the smaller $150. 


Very Respectfully Yours 
Wm. Barber 
Engraver 


